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Monitoring and Assessment of the Industry-Proposed V-Chip Television
Rating System

A Research Project of the Kaiser Family Foundation

February, 1997

The Kaiser Family Foundation, an independent health care philanthropy, has
commissioned two new studies to monitor and assess the implementation of the new
television ratings system unveiled by the television industry in December, 1996.

The project will include a television content analysis and a major public opinion survey.
The content analysis, which will analyze more than 1,000 hours of network and cable
television programming, will be one of the largest studies of television content ever
conducted. The public opinion surveys will assess awareness of the ratings system, as
well as how useful parents find the system and how it has or has not affected viewing,

Both pieces of research will be completed prior to the conclusion of the industry’s stated
ten-month “trial period” for the current rating system. The Foundation will make the
results of the research available at that time to members of the industry, policymakers and
the public to assist in their evaluation of the new system.

The content study will be conducted for the Foundation by researchers at the University
of Califormia, Santa Barbara, and will analyze the extent to which the rating categories
differentiate meaningfully between different types of content, as well as the consistency
with which the ratings framework is applied across different programs and networks. A
composite week of television programming (7 am. to 11 p.m.) will be sampled for each
of ten major networks or channels (the four major commercial broadcast networks, PBS,
an independent broadcast channel, three basic cable channels, and one premium channel).
As a supplement, the evening prime-time heurs (8 p.m. to 11 p.m.) on the channels with
the highest viewership will be oversampled with an additional two weeks of content. The
television programming will be subjected to systematic content analysis based on a
coding framework devised by expert researchers for this project. The coding
observations will be rigorously monitored to ensure scientifically acceptable levels
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The Honorable Reed Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Hundt:

1 am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, as well as the Lee County Homemakers Education Association are grass-roots
organizations which have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 plus years. We
are very concerned that the family issue of the recently implemented television ratings system
does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families

in America today.

Sincerely,
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February 24, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Hundt:

[ am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, as well as the Lee County Homemakers Education Association are grass-roots
organizations which have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 plus years. We
are very concerned that the family issue of the recently implemented television ratings system
does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families

in America today.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Reed Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Hundt:

I am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, the Lee County Homemakers Education Association, as well as the Paw Paw

i United Methodist Women are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in
family issues for the past 60 plus years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the
recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families

in America today.
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Sincerely,
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The Honorable Reed Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Hundt:

I am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, the Lee County Homemakers Education Association, as well as the Paw Paw
United Methodist Women are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in
family issues for the past 60 plus years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the
recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The guestions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families

in America today.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Reed Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Hundt:

I am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, the Lee County Homemakers Education Association, as well as the Paw Paw
United Methodist Women are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in
family issues for the past 60 plus years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the
recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families

in America today.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Reed Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Hundt:

I am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, the Lee County Homemakers Education Association, as well as the Paw Paw
United Methodist Women are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in
family issues for the past 60 plus years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the
recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families

in America today.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554
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We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission
to hold a public hearing as part of its review of the television
industry's ratings systenm.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and
its affiliate, __jZZ%%LQng‘) State Association,
are grass-roots organizdtions which have been actively involved

in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned
that the family issue of the recently implemented television
ratings system does not address the needs of parents,

The questions generated by the current age-based television
ratings system deserve a public hearing. We urge you to hold

such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to
families in America today.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Reed Hundt GlNAL
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554
Commissioner Hundt:

I am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, the Lee County Homemakers Education Association, as well as the Paw Paw
United Methodist Women are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in
family issues for the past 60 plus years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the
recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families

in America today.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Reed Hundt OR'G’NAL
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554
Commissioner Hundt:

I am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, as well as the Lee County Homemakers Education Association are grass-roots
organizations which have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 plus years. We
are very concerned that the family issue of the recently implemented television ratings system
does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families

in America today.

Sincerely,

A~
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The Honorable Reed Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Hundt:

I am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, the Lee County Homemakers Education Association, as well as the Paw Paw
United Methodist Women are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in
family issues for the past 60 plus years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the
recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The guestions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families

in America today.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Reed Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Hundt:

I am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, the Lee County Homemakers Education Association, as well as the Paw Paw
United Methodist Women are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in
family issues for the past 60 plus years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the
recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families

in America today.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Reed Hundt

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Hundt:

[ am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, the Lee County Homemakers Education Association, as well as the Paw Paw
United Methodist Women are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in
family issues for the past 60 plus years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the
recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families

in America today.

Sincerely,

>,
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Hundt:

[ am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part of
its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, FCE-Illinois State
Association, the Lee County Homemakers Education Association, as well as the Paw Paw
United Methodist Women are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in
family issues for the past 60 plus years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the
recently implemented television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based telvision ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families

in America today.

Sincerely,

7
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Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Strect, NW
Washington, FC 20554

Commissioner W

We arc writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry’s ratings system.

The Naﬁ% ﬁsoc iation for Family & Community Education and its affihate,

[ ONL State Association, are grass-roots organizations which
have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concemned that
the family issuc of the recently implemented television ratings system does not address the nceds

of parents.

The questions gencrated by the current age-based television ratings system deserve a public
heaning. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issuc which is so important to families
in America today.

Sincerely,

L}
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The Honorable - 4|

Federal Commmunications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Koo/ I s St

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public
hearing as part of its review of the television industry's rating system.

The National Association for Family and Community Education and its affiliate, North
Carolina Extension Homemakers Association, are grass-roots organizations which have
been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We are concerned that
the family issue of the recently implemented television rating system does not address
the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television rating system deserve a
public hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so
important to families in America today.

Sincerely,

<) GCZ/*\J/L/;\V Y1, "(J /&Vﬂ PNy
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Sex on TV study parallels AFA findings

A recent “landmark” study of sexual content during what was once known
as TV's “family hour” — 8 to 9 p.m. Eastern Time - parallels what AFA has re-
ported in recent years. The networks may be reducing the amount of violence
on television, but they are replacing it with more and more sex.

Findings from “Sex, Kids and the Family Hour,” a study by Children NOW
and the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation inciude:

» 75% of family hour shows on network TV contain sexual behavior or ver-

bal references to sex.

» There is an average of 8.5 incidents of sexual behavior in an hour of fam-

ily programming.

> In 1976, 26% of family-hour programs contained sexual behavior cover-

ing a range from kissing to intercourse, compared Lo 61% in 1996.
>» Only 6% of shows with sexual content emphasized sexual risks and re-
sponsibilities. m
>» Most of the talk about sex was in sitcoms in the form of double
entendres and jokes about physical traits.

Although AFA monitoring techniques and criteria differ from the new study,
findings indicate the same proliferation of sexual content. AFA monitoring of
prime-time (8-11 p.m. ET) programming last spring found an average of 11.89

sex incidents per hour on NBG, ABC, CBS and Fox networks.
Washington Times, 12/12/96

sy Jesus — the choice of champions!

Over recent centuries, America has surpassed all other nations in educa-
tion, science, medicine and other fields. Founding Fathers cited what they be-
lieved to be a factor in such accomplishment.

“It is certain...that human science and religion have kept company together
and greatly assisted each other’s progress,” observed John Witherspoon,
signer of the Declaration of Independence.

Benjamin Rush, another signer, wrote, “I believe that the greatest discover-
ies have been made by Christian philosophers, and there is the most knowl-

adan in thnoo nanntnioo ahora thare ic the mact Chrictianitu ”
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AMERICAN FAMILY ASSOCIATION

New TV ratings meaningless

By DR.DONALD E. WILDMON
AFA President

The new TV ratings are a farce and a slap in the face of the viewing public.
Suppose that a pornographer showed up at your door with a package addressed to |
your 14-year-old daughter. You go to the door and receive the package. You aren’t told |
what is in the package, only that the pornographer has determined that your daughter |
is old enough to open the package and peruse the contents.
No way, you say. Well, that is precisely what the TV industry has just done in
deciding on a new rating system for their programs. Here are the new ratings:
TV-Y Appropriate for all children. Specifically designed for a very young audi-
ence, including children ages two to six. This program is not expected to
frighten younger children.
TV-Y7 Designed for children age seven and above. More appropriate for chil-
dren able to distinguish between make-believe and reality. May include mild
d physical or comedic violence.
’ TV-G Contains little or no violence, no strong language and little or no sexual
dialog or situations.
TV-PG The program may contain coarse language, limited violence, some sug-
gestive dialog and situations. The theme itself may call for parental guidance.
TV-14 This program may contain sophisticated themes, sexual content, strong
language and intense violence.
TV-M May contain profane language, graphic violence and explicit sexual con-
tent.
While pretending to provide help to parents, the industry has
© * done exactly the opposite. They have told parents, for instance,
L that programs rated TV-Y, TV-Y7, TV-G, TV-PG, and TV-14
i are suitable for kids and youth to view. They have made that
decision for parents.

In none of the categories will the industry tell you why a
given program earned a particular rating, nor will they give any
i content analysis. Not a clue. And get this — the person who pro-
| duces the program is the one who will give it a rating! There

will be absolutely no consistent perspective used in the ratings
! since hundreds, even thousands, of different individuals will be
doing the ratings.

One thing this rating system will do well, and one thing only. It will absolve the
networks and Hollywood of any and all responsibility for the content of their pro-
grams. They can put on anything and everything — which they will — and absolve them-
selves by saying, “We warned you in advance. The program was rated. We accept no
responsibility.”

It is going to be interesting to see how the religious community will respond to this
next step toward total degradation.
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The Honorable Reed Hundt ‘ ,
Federal Communications Commission '0199
1919 M Street, NW FEDg 7
washington, DC 20554 Ry

Tows
Dear Chairman Hundt: “”#u%’“mﬂn

I am writing to address the issue of the television ratings
system ag proposed by the televigion industry recently. I firmly
believe that, while great strides have been made in giving
parents tools to better monitor their children's television
viewing, more work ig needed. Because of this, I urge the
Federal Communicationg Commission to hold a public hearing as
part of its review of the ratings system.

As a member of the Michigan Asscciation for Family and Community
Education, and its affiliate, the National Asgsociation for Family
and Community Education, I have been very interested in the
progress made toward improved television for our children. I
believe that television could be a wonderful educational tool for
children to learn about other cultfures and the world, but that
too much emphasis has been placed on the entertainment and
commercial aspects of televigion.

Because the focus of television has been primarily on
entertainment, it has become necessary for parents to closely
monitor their children’'s viewing so that programs that contain
objecticnable content are not welcomed into their home. The
strides that have been made (the V-chip, and the 3 hour rulej
have helped, and a ratings system based on content would give
parents one more tocl to asgsist them in their struggle to bring
up healthy children in the ‘90s and beyond. While the age based
system begins to address the problem, it doegs not go far enough
toward fully informing parents of the program content, and it
leaves parents relying on the television industry to decide what
age ghould be allowed to watch certain programs.

Please consider a public hearing on this important issue before a
final decision is made. I believe it is necessary to hear from a
wide variety of people to give parents the begt system available
for their needs.

Sincerely,

/&y% /g/A glmfp

Denise K ub

[
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Family & Community Education
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June Kamibayashi To
1324 Kina St
Kailua, HI 96734
(808) 262-1986

February 20, 1997

The Homnorable Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St, NW

Washingtion D.C., 20554

Dear Commissioner,

I am writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public
hearing as part of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate, Hawaii
FCE Association, is a grass roots organization actively involved in family issues for 60
years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the recently implemented
television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings system deserve a
public hearing. We urge you to hold a hearing soon on this issue, which is so very
important to families in America today.

Sincerely,

A

ne K. Tom
Hawaii FCE Vice-president

/
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554 DOCKFFFIL
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Commissioner Hundt: ,

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry's ratings system.

The National Association for Family and Community Education and its affiliate _Illinois
State Association, are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved in family
issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned that the family issue of the recently
implemented television ratings system does not address the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so important to families

in America today.

\ b}

S

Sincerely,
.7 Z/‘?rlv -: \</
: &/

4 K tigans

Cg ot

s

Mary Ellen Keegan, Presidént
FCE-I1linois
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The HonorableQ%é;;;:;§4¥y*¥¥2 &L,wfﬂ” ' Ul

Federal Communications Commission \ =
1919 M Street, NW o -
Washington, DC 20554 fans -

N
Comm1ssxoner’*:/—E§K§Y4\

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission
to hold a public hearing as part of its review of the television
industry's ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and
its affiliate, Q{RG\&\Q State Association,
are grass-roots organizations which have been actively involved
in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concerned
that the family issue of the recently implemented television
ratings system does not address the needs of parents,

The questions generated by the current age-based television
ratings system deserve a public hearing. We urge you to hold
such a hearing soon on this issue which is 8o important to
families in America today.

Sincerely,

B LY TR AW
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The Honorable _/]e é,é A/ U n{/ £

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, FC 20554

Commissioner // undt

We are writing to urge the Federal Commmmications Commission to hold a public hearing as part
of its review of the television industry’s ratings systern.

The National Association for Family & Community Education and its affiliate,

K s, F[ = State Association, afe grass-roots organizations which
have been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We are very concemned that
the family issuc of the recently implemented television ratings system docs not address the needs

of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television ratings system deserve a public
hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issuc which is so important to families

in Amenica today. : ]
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